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Research Handbook on the Sociology of Education 

Research Handbooks in Sociology series

Edited by Rolf Becker, University of Bern, Switzerland

Presenting original contributions from the key experts in the field, the Research

Handbook on the Sociology of Education explores the major theoretical,

methodological, empirical and political challenges and pressing social

questions facing education in current times. 

‘With bridges to psychology and economics, this Research Handbook presents

a rich collection of outstanding studies on the present state of knowledge in core areas of the sociology of

education. Leading experts discuss theoretical and methodological advances and challenges and integrate a

wealth of research results especially on the generation and consequences of educational inequality.’

– Walter Müller, University of Mannheim, Germany

‘This Research Handbook provides a comprehensive state of the art on the contemporary challenges

addressed by sociology of education, based on up-to-date empirical findings as well as diverse theoretical

and methodological approaches. The internationally renowned contributors analyse the key interactions

between educational processes and social inequalities, and particularly within the life course.’

– Jake Murdoch, Université de Bourgogne, France

‘In this Research Handbook top authors deliver cutting-edge contributions on both the state of the art and

open issues in theory, measurement, methods and empirical findings in the sociology of education. It is an

invaluable resource for researchers planning new projects, instructors interested in the cumulative state of

knowledge and students who want the very best introduction to key problems.'

– Karl Ulrich Mayer, Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Germany 
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